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Jokx xx. 29. 


Fe ſus ſaith unto flew” Thomas, be- 


cauſe thou haſt ſeen me, thou haſt 
believed; bleſſed are they that have 


not Hows and yet have believed. 


HE Occaſion of theſe Words is 
ſo well known, that perhaps it 
may ſeem ſuperfluous to repeat it ; 
ache. to attain a clear Inſight into the 
juſt Meaning and Intent of them, which in 
general may not be quite ſo well underſtood, 
it will be expedient that we caſt our Pye 


upon a few preceding Verſes, and ihe a 


View of the Paſſage as it lies in the Hiſtory. 


And no Paraphraſe can ſet the Matter in 


a clearer Light than the Evangeliſt's own 
Words. We read that Thomas, one of the 
Twelve, was not With them when Jeſus 
came. 


The other Diſe: 'ples therefor ſaid. unto bim, 
We have ſeen the Lord. But he ſaid unto 
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1 
them, Except J ſhall fee in bis Hands the Print 
of the Nails, and put my Finger into the Print 


of the Nails, and thruſt my Hand into his Side, 
T will not believe. 


And after eight Days, again his Diſciples | 
were within, and Thomas with them; then | 
came Jeſus, the Doors being ſhut, and flood in | 


the Midſt, and ſaid, Peace be unto you. 


Then ſaith he to Thomas, Reach bither thy 


Finger, and behold my Hands; and reach hither 


thy Hand, and thruſt it into my Side ; and be 


not Jaitble eſs, but believing. A 


And Thomas anſivered and aid unto him, 
My Lord and my Gd. 


cl 22 faith unto him, Thomas, becauſe thou 
haſt ſeen me, thou haſt believed; bleſſed are they 
that have not ſeen, and yet have believed, 


- There are two Queſtions here that naturally 
offer themſelves to our Conſideration. The 


: Firſt, Why our Saviour condeſcended to ſatiſ- 
fy the Doubts of this ae pag 


The Second, Why he has declared thoſe 


who believe without ſeeing particularly bleſſed, 


For — who believe upon the Evidence 
of 


* 4. 24 
of their Senſes? as his Words plainly imply. 
Why there is more Merit in believing upon 
leſs Evidence, than upon greater ? 


Firſt, Why our Saviour condeſcended to 


fatisfy the Doubts of Thomas? For which 
we 505 ſuppoſe there was ſome extraordinary 


Reaſon, becauſe it was contrary to his uſual. 


Method of proceeding in Caſes of this Na- 
ture, of which many Inſtances might be pro- 
duced. When Men had received Proof of 
his divine Power ſufficient in itſelf to convince 


their Underſtandings, and ſtill demanded more, 
it does not appear in general that he had any 


Regard to their Perverſeneſs, or vouchſafed 
to indulge ſo extravagant a Curioſity, 


| Several learned Men have accounted for 


the particular Favour here ſhewn to the un- 
believing Apoſtle, only from the Goodneſs 


and Honeſty of Mind which our Saviour, 
who knew the Hearts of all Men, knew him 
to be poſſeſſed of; but, in my humble Appre- 
henſion, this is reſting in a Cauſe not adequate 
to the Effect; this good Diſpoſition, if it 
was really in kim, allowing that he might, at 
the very firſt Relation of ſo ſurprizing an 
Event, have been a little ſtaggered and con- 
founded, muſt needs have wrought upon him, 
in a very ſhort Time, to yield up his Belief to 
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the Teſtimony of his Brethren. It may 
therefore be ſuppoſed, that there was ſome 
further End propoſed in the Permiſſion grant- 
.ed him of handling and examining our Saviour's 


Body, than the bare Gratification of the 
Man, 


To render this Suppoſition the more pro- 
bable, it is to be conſidered who the Apoſtles 
were, and what their Employment was to 
be. They were choſen-by Chriſt to be the 
Preachers and Propagators of his Religion 
throughout the Earth: 
Foundation upon which the Faith of all 
Ages and all Nations was to be built. The 
Miracles that Jeſus wrought proved him to 
be a divine Perſon, a Teacher ſent by God to 
inſtruct Mankind in Righteouſneſs and Truth. 
But the Influence of theſe Miracles could not 
extend farther than to the very few who had 
themſelves been Eye-witneſſes of them, with- 
out proper Evidence to procure their Re- 


They were to be the | 


x 


ception, for which Evidence all the reſt of 


the World were to depend upon the Teſti- 
mony of the cared 


Pran hence it is iii to obſerve, how 
abſolutely neceſſary it was, that theſe Men, for 
the fulfilling the Work of the Miniſtry, ſhould 
have the ſtrongeſt, moſt ſenfible, moſt in- 


 diſputable 


18 


L 


diſputable Proof afforded them of the Truth 


and Reality of all thoſe Facts, which they 
were to preach, and others to believe. With 


reſpect to the Reſurrection in particular, it 


may be affirmed, that upon this ſingle Ar- 


ticle the whole Weight of our Saviour's 
Miſſion depended. His Riſing again to Life, 
after he was known to have been dead, and 
his Body entombed in a ſtrong Sepulchre, 
was a Confirmation, and, as it were, a Seal 
to all his other Miracles ; and, had his Power 


failed him in this one Inſtance, all that had 
gone before would have paſſed for nothing, 
and been buried with him in the Grave. 
And this is the Streſs St. Paul lays upon it. 


— Chri N be not riſen, ſays he, our Preach- 


ing is vain, and your Faith is alſo vain. Of 
this Fact therefore, above every other, his 
Apoſtles were all to be ſo thoroughly ſatisfied, 

that not the leaſt poſſible Doubt might remain 
in their Minds concerning it. Accordingly 
we find that our bleſſed Lord thought fit to 
give them the utmoſt Certainty in the Matter 


that could be derived from their Senſes. For 


when he firſt appeared to his Diſciples in a 
Body, prior to that Appearance when Thomas 


was with them, and, as the Text informs us, 


they were terrified and affrighted, ſuppoſing 


that they had ſeen a Spirit, we read that, to 


convince them it was no Phantom, but the 


real 
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real Body, which had expired upon the Croſs, 
he ſtraitway offered himſelf to their Touch, 
to the Trial of another Senſe, beſides that of 
Sight, in which there could be no Miſtake. 
Behold, ſays he, my Hands and my Feet, that 
it is I myſelf; handle me, and ſee, for a Spirit 
hath not Fleſh and Bones as ye ſee me have. 
Luke xxiv. 37, 39. Hence it appears that 


Thomas was but little more incredulous, than 


his Brethren had been before him: And that 
the ſame Means of Conviction were not de- 


nied to them, that were afterwards with ſome 
few Particularities afforded to him: Nor 


without this demonſtrative Evidence does it 


appear, that they could have been ſufficient- 
ly qualified for the Buſineſs they were called 
to. There was plainly a Notion prevailing 
amongſt them of Ghoſts and Apparitions after 
Death; whether this Notion was well or ill 
founded 'tis no way material to enquire, it is 
enough that they entertained it. Now, with 
ſuch an Opinion floating in their Heads, how 
could thoſe Perſons, whoſe Buſineſs was to 
_ preach Chriſt riſen from the Dead, be abſo- 


lately certain they were preaching a Truth ? 
Their Eyes might be deceived ; this might 
be no more than one of thoſe Appearances 
they believed to be common. To this Queſtion _ 
then, which may well be ſuppoſed to have 
been often put to them in the Courſe of their 


Labours, 


1 


Labours, How do you know, what Evidence 


have you to produce, that the Perſon you 
would perſuade us to believe in, is really 


and indeed riſen from the Dead, the Anſwer, 


I have myſelf ſeen him, would, upon the 
vulgar Principles, have carried but little 


Weight; but when to this it was added, that 


with theſe Hands I handled and felt him, 
and found a real, ſubſtantial Body, there was 
no Room for Miſtake, all Poſlibility of Error 
and Deluſion was excluded ; the Proof was 


_ indiſputable, being abſolutely the beſt that 


the Nature of the Thing would admit of. It 
is a Maxim we all agree in, that God Al- 
mighty does not require Mankind to believe 


any Doctrine or Fact, as of Neceſſity to Sal- 


vation, but upon the beſt Proofs that can 
poſſibly be given of its Truth; in the Caſe 
we are conſidering, any Proofs, ſhort of what 
were given, would have not been the beſt, 
becauſe thoſe we are now bleſſed with would 
have been better ; and for this Reaſon we may 
conclude it is, that the wife Founder of 


our Religion was fo particularly careful we 


thould have them. 


The 3 Point has now comes to be 
conſidered in the Text, is, Why, or upon 
what Account, a particular Commendation is 


:beſboeed upon thoſe — believe without ſee- 
ing. 
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(8) 
ing, above thoſe who believe upon ſenſible 
Evidence? Which ſeems to admit of an eaſy 
Solution. Nothing can be plainer, than that 
the Demerit does not lie in giving up our 
Faith to the Evidence of Senſe when Pro- 
vidence pleaſes to afford it us, in which 
there can be no Sort of Demerit at all, but in 
refuſing to acquieſce in that Degree of 


Evidence which is fully ſufficient, tho ſhort | 


of what we receive by our Senſes : This being 
the exact State in which the Scripture re- 

preſents St. Thomas to us. He had received 
Propfs from the Affirmations of his Brethren, 
fufficient for his own private Conviction, 
tho not ſufficient for the Purpoſes of his 
Apoſtleſhip. On this Account, his unwarrant- 
able Scruples were ſatisfied ; on the other, he 
was thought worthy of a gentle Reproof. To 
diſcover more diſtinctly the Juſtneſs of which, 


let us conſider what the Conſequence would | 
be, upon the Suppoſition, that every ſingle Per- 


ſon throughout the World was to require, in 


his own Behalf, (as every Man ſurely has an 


equal Right to require it) the ſame Evidence 
for the Truth of our Saviour's Miracles, as 
St. Thomas did for that of his Reſurrection : 
Either the Religion of Chriſt could never 
have ſpread farther than amongſt thoſe who 


had been immediate Eye-witneſſes of his 


Works, or he muſt have continued upon 
Earth 
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19 
Earth, and exhibited Miracles to the Eyes 
of every Individual, ſo long as the World 
ſhould laſt ; or, at leaſt, he muſt have furniſh- 
ed others with the Power of performing 
Works of the fame Kind in a continual Suc- 
ceſſion, to have ſupplied the Defects of his 
own. Conſequences all fo abſurd, that they 
could never regularly follow from a mere 
Principle. Teſtimony therefore mult at ſome 
Time or other be relied on ; and the direct 
Fault of this Apoſtle was, that he would not 
. be contented with that Degree of Evidence 
upon which all the future Ages of Men 
muſt indiſpenſably be obliged to embrace 
Chriſtianity. The Ground then of that Bleed- 
neſs, which our Saviour has aſcribed to thoſe 
who believe without ſeerng, is now become 
evident; the Proofs ariſing from the imme- 
diate Perceptions of Senſe are almoſt irreſiſti- 
ble; they are of a compuliive Nature, and 
nothing but the moſt obſtinate Hardneſs, or 
as it may be called Impenetrability, of Heart, 
can withſtand their Force; they extort Be- 
lief, almoſt whether a Man will or no, for 
which Reaſon he may have very little Me- 
rit to plead in ſubmitting to them. But 
the Proofs ariſing from Teſtimony act upon 
us with a gentler Influence; they do not 
aſſault and ſtorm the Mind, taking it, as it 
were, captive by Violence, but lead it into 
Corviction 
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Conviction by the caſy Motions, and gradual 
Advances of. Reaſon. There muſt be ſome- 
thing | ingenuous in a Man's Nature to en- 
gage his Aſſent to Facts of an uncommon 
Kind, upon the Credit of others; he muſt 
ſearch and examine, and be previouſly wil- 
ling to believe; he muſt be of an inquiſitive, 
modeſt, and W 1 0 Lp Diſpoſition ; 1n ſhort, 
the very Act of believing, in the religious Senſe 
of the Word, implies a Concurrence of the 
Will, and beſpeaks an honeſt, fair, and candid 
Mind. Upon which Account we may pre- 
ſame it is, that the Scriptures repreſent Faith, 
not barely as the Work. of the Intelle&, but 
as a moral Virtue alſo, in which the Heart 
claims a Share of Merit with the Head, 
and is in Reality entituled to the largeſt. 


Having thus briefly conſidered the two 
principal Points contained in the Text, 8 
ſhall take Leave to extend my Enquiries a lit- 
tle farther, and examine with ſome Exactneſs 

whether the Writers of the New 'Teſta- 
ment may properly be ſaid to have been Eye- 

Witneſſes to all the Miracles they have re- 
corded? I have already ſuppoſed, that with- | 
out this Evidence to themſelves they could 

not have been qualified to preſs the Belief of 
them upon others. Let us ſee whether i in 
Fad they were thus qualified or not ? The 


ſeyereſt 


9 n 
ſevereſt Examination can never hurt the 
Cauſe of Truth; the more ſtrictly it is can- 
vaſſed, the more firmly it is eſtabliſhed; its 
moſt ſincere Friends wiſh it no better than to 
ſee it fairly brought to the Bar, knowing that 
it will endure, nay, receive Advantage from, 
the Tryal. We need not, I think, be afraid 
of truſting the Miracles of the Goſpel to 
ſuch an Inquiſition, being confident that no 
Defect can be diſcovered in the Evidences for 
them, to render them undeſerving the Recep- 
tion they have met with. To avoid Confu- 
ſion, we will paſs a few Reflections upon theſe 
Hiſtorians apart. Let us begin with St. Mat- 
 thew, in whoſe Life of our Bleſſed Saviour I 
am at once ready to allow all that an Ob- 
jector can deſire, that he was not actually * 
preſent to behold with his own Eyes every e 
miraculous Work that his Maſter performed; | 
but what then? As he was an Apoſtle, and wh. 
therefore generally attending upon him, he 17 


muſt be ſuppoſed to have Reeg Eye-witneſs 1 
to many of them, if not to every one; and, 35 | 
if I fee a Perſon bring to paſs only a few 5 ty) | 
Events confeſſedly above his natural Powers, 1735 
there is no Reaſon why I ſhould not take the if 
Word of a Friend, whoſe Veracity I have an (ka 
Opinion of, that he hath ſeen other Works (th 
effected by him of the ſame Nature, of which 7 1 
aun L mir be G ard 
C 2 fr 


E 
for having already been convinced upon the 
Information of my own Senſes, that this Per- 
ſon has ſuch an extraordinary Power reſiding 
in him, it argues no Degree of Credulity to 


believe it might be exerted upon other Oo- 


caſions, and at other Times than thoſe when 
I myſelf was preſent; it is recommending no- 
thing new to be believed, nothing but what I 

know, and affirm to be poſſible upon the moſt 
infallible Evidence ; when a Man is once fully 
ſatisfied of the Power, he will be inclined to 
make very little Diſpute about the particular 
Inſtances wherein it is manifeſted, St. Mat- 
_ thew therefore might not only have ſuffi- 
cient Proofs to himſelf of ſeveral Facts which 
he did not immediately ſee, but may likewiſe 
be accounted a credible Relator of them to 
Poſterity. All this is applicable to the Goſpel 
of St. John alſo, who was another of the 
Apoſtles. Tho), as an excellent modern Au- 


thor * has obſerved, had we only one of theſe 
_ Goſpels remaining, it would be ſufficient for 
the World to ground their Belief of the 


Chriſtian Religion upon. St. Mark and St. 
Luke were not Apoſtles, nor does it appear, 
in the Opinion of the Learned, that they were 
of the Seventy Diſciples, ſo that, tho' no one 
can directly ſay they did not, yet we can- 


Mr Fortin, Diſc. VI. P. 207. 
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not. be poſitively ſure they either of them 
ever did, ſee one of our Saviour's Miracles 
wrought with their own Eyes; notwithſtand- 
ing which, their Accounts may deſerve the 


higheſt Regard, and even demand Admiſſi- 


on; for, firſt, they relate nothing but what 
is perfectly conſiſtent with each other, and a- 
greeable to the other Goſpels, their Diffe- 
rences being no more, as has often been ob- 
ſerved, than juſt to ſhew they were each of 
them an Original and no Copy. Add to this, 
that Mark was an Attendant upon St. Peter, 
Luke upon St. Paul, and of Courſe were con- 
verſant with the reſt of the Apoſtles; by their 
Agreement with them in every Thing mate- 
rial, it appears they had received the ſame Ac- 
count of our Saviour, that was current a- 
mongſt the Apoſtles; of which Account 
they received this Confirmation, that it was 
given them by Perſons whom they ſaw in- 
veſted with the ſame ſupernatural Powers 
which they attributed to Chriſt, and af- 
firmed to have been derived to them by a 
Commiſſion from Him. Of the Truth of 


what they heard from the Apoſtles Mouths, 
theſe Evangeliſts could poſſibly entertain no 


Sort of Doubt, as the only End of a Man's be- 
ing empowered to work Miracles muſt be 
to procure Credit to what he ſays. So that 
the Authority of theſe two Goſpels does in 75 
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laſt Reſort reſt upon nothing leſs than! the Au- 
thority of the Apoſtles. 


There is, I confeſs, one Species of Mira- Roon 
cles, recorded by all the Evangeliſts, of which 
no Man can properly be faid to have had | 
any ſenſible Evidence at all; I mean the : 
Caſting out Devils; the Nature of the Thing | 
did not admit of being proved this Way ; the | 
Subject upon which the ſupernatural Power | 
was exerciſed was not an Object of Senſe; | 
when, for Inſtance, the Devils ſpake and ac- | 
knowledged Chriſt, tis to be concluded, they | 
made Uſe of the Organs of the Man; fo that 
it was not within the Province of human | 
Eyes and Ears to diſcern with Certainty the | 
active Principle of what they ſaw and heard, | 
nor conſequently be ſure it was not all Fraud 


and Impoſture, or perhaps the Effect of a na- 
tural Diſtemper. Wherefore we muſt look 
further for Satisfaction about it; and, upon 
carefully conſulting my own Ideas, I find my 


Bchef of it 1 from the Opinion I have 


that our Saviour would not have ſpoken in 


ſo diſtinct and preciſe a Manner of a Thing 


that h2d no real Exiſtence. The Grounds of 


its Credibility is the Word of Chriſt, and 1 
have an entire Confidence in his Word, be- 


cauſe he healed the Sick, raiſed the Dead, and 


did vther ſuch mighty Works as the natural 
Powers 


Powe 
appea 
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Powers of Man were incapable of ; whence it 
appears that the Miracle of caſting out De- 
vils is itſelf to be proved by the other Mira- 
cles which Jeſus wrought ; and there ſeems 
Room for Conjecture, that, had he manifeſted 


his Power in no other Inſtances than this, his 


Mifſion from Heaven had never been ſuffi- 
ciently aſcertained to the World. 


After all that has been offered in Objec- 
tion to the particular Caſe of the Devils 
entering into the Herd of Swine, it appears to 
me, that for the Reality of the Fact there 
were better Motives of Perſuaſion to a 
28 of the Scene, ſo far as it fell under 
the Cognizance of the Senſes, than there 
were for the Poſſeſſion of human Bodies; 
becauſe there was a Poſſibility of a Man's 
counterfeiting and aſſuming any Character 
that he thought proper to repreſent, which 
was abſolutely excluded where Brutes were 
concerned; from a Defect of Reaſon they 
were nat meally incapable of acling a Part, 
or entering into a Confederacy of Fraud and | 
Impoſition, and therefore when a By-ſtander 
heard from the Mouth of a Man, not in 
his own Name, but in the Name of De- 
vils, a. Requeſt made to our Saviour, that 
he would permit them to enter into the 
Bodies of thoſe Swine w. hich were feeding 

near 


16 


near them, and inſtantly ſaw them all, a 
great many in Number, ſeized with an un- 
natural Rage and Fury run headlong into the 
Sea, he could not avoid concluding there was 
ſomething ſupernatural in the Caſe, and that 
their Bodies were really actuated in the Man- 


ner repreſented to us in the Hiſtory. 


The Acts of the Apoſtles were writ by 


St. Luke ; and in theſe alſo tis probable there | 
of which the | 
Author was not himſelf an Eye-witneſs : Yet | 


are many Miracles related, 


his Teſtimony concerning them loſes nothing 
of its Weight upon this Account. 


was in the Way of ſeeing many miraculous 
Works done by his Hands; he was acquaint- 
ed with all the Circumſtances of his Con- 


verſion, which a Writer, ingenious above the 


common Size, has ſhewn to be alone ſuffi- 
cient to prove the Chriſtian Religion true; 
He likewiſe very well knew, that the twelve 


Apoſtles had been ſeparated by a Commiſſion 


for the Propagation of the Goſpel ; That they 
were a det of Men all engaged in the ſame 
Work, (one only falling off) under a com- 
mon Promiſe of bein g furniſhed with ex- 


traordinary Powers for the Accompliſhment of 


it; when therefore he ſaw theſe Powers plen- 
tifully, poured out upon one, who had been 
miraculouſly 


For, ha- 
ving accompanied St. Paul in his Travels, he 


l 


the Miniſtry, there could be no Reaſon for 


him to ſuppoſe they were withheld from 
the Reſt; it was antecedently probable, that 


what was true of St. Paul, was equally true 
of his Fellow-Labourers ; the Perſon who had 
promiſed theſe Gifts to them, by conferring 


them actually upon him, plainly demonſtra- 


ted he wanted no Abilities to make that 
Promiſe good; and the Neceſſity of theſe 


Gifts for the Ends they were intended to 
ſerve, were in both Caſes the ſame. 80 


that whether St. Luke directly ſaw their 
Effects, or whether he ſaw them not, there 


is the higheſt Degree of Probability from 
the Reaſon of the Thing, that they exiſted , 


alike in the Perſons of all the Apoſtles. 
Hence it appears that very little Grounds 
there can be to call in Queſtion the Mira- 
cles he has related of St. Peter, or any 
other of the Apoſtles; for, if he did not ſee 
them himſelf, he received the Account from 
the Mouths of thoſe whom he knew to be 


empowered to work Miracles, and whoſe 
Teſtimony therefore amounted to the fame, 
as the dire& Evidence of Senſe; it is with 


Reſpect to me the ſame Thing; I am as 
ſure that a Man whe works Miracles can- 
hot deceive me, as that my own Senſes do 
2 5 ==. not ; 


miraculouſly called, and joined with them in 
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15 1 
not; both Parts of the Relation ſtand ulti- 
mately upon the ſame Foot, and are entituled 


to an equal Degree of Credit and Reſpect. | 


Tho' it may be further obſerved, that were 
we at once to give up both the Goſpels of 
| Mark and Luke, and indeed every Miracle in 


the other Hiſtories, of which the Author 


was not an immediate Eye-witneſs, the Cauſe 

of Deiſm would not acquire a Grain of Ad- 
vantage by the Conceſſion; we ſhould ſtill 
have enough left to ſecure Foundations, to 
prove that Jeſus Chriſt was a Prophet ſent 
from God, to reveal his Will to Men: So that, 


in the Reſult of Things, the Enemies of Re- | 


velation may even as well let us alone in 


the quiet Poſſeſſion of the whole Narrative | 


in all its ſeveral Branches and Articles, fince 


they do not advance a Step - forwards by 


weakening any one Part, unleſs they could 
N the Whole. 


Bus; T wat it has been Sen beyond all 


reaſonable Contradiction, that we proceed 
upon good | Grounds in retaining each of 
theſe hiſtorical Accounts in our Goſpel Hiſ- 
tory, and are chargeable with no blind, ſu- 


perſtitious Credulity in reſpecting them all as 
the Word of God. For beſides the various, 


- internal eee of their Truth, beſides all 
| ee 
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| LR] 
the external Proofs by which their Cehdine⸗ 
neſs is confirmed to us, wherein they are at 
leaſt upon a Level with the moſt reputa- 
ble, prophane Hiſtories, I ſay, we do not 
heſitate to receive them as the Writings of 
Men inſpired by the Holy Spirit of God. 
How far this Inſpiration extended, whether 
every Word was ſuggeſted to them, or on- 
ly the Matter, or whether either, it is no 
way material to enquire. It ſeems ſufficient 
for all Purpoſes to believe, (and leſs than 
this we cannot mean when we talk of it). 
that they were under ſuch an Influence 
and Direction, as would infallibly ſecure 
them againſt delivering any Thing for true, 
that was really not ſo. It may, I think, 
with the utmoſt Confidence be depended on, 
that when the Hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt was 
to be committed to Writing, and the Founda- 
tion laid, upon which Poſterity, to the lateſt 
Generations, were to receive him as the Son 
of God, and his Doctrine as their Law, no- 
thing ſpurious would be ſuffered to enter 
into the Compolition, no Mixture of Falſhood 
to corrupt the pure Fountains of Truth, 
and thus deſcend in the ſame Stream ſo 
blended with it, that they muſt be drank 
down by the niceſt Palate imperceptibly to- 
gether. This cannot be conceived of the 
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t 
great Author of Truth: It would be expoſing 


his Creatures to Error, without affording 
them the Means of diſcerning it to be fo; 
it would almoſt be the ſame as recommending 


Error to them, which ſeems. utterly 1 incon- 
ſiſtent with his moral Perfections. 


Now, from the Care, which the Goſpel in 
Hand informs us, our Saviour took that his 
Apoſtles ſhould have the Evidence of Senſe 
for the Truth of thoſe Facts, the Belief of 
which was to be eſtabliſned in the World 


thro their Miniſtry, one fair and juſt Infe- 
rence ſeems to be, that no Chriſtians of any 


Age can be under the leaſt Obligation to 
receive a Fact as the extraordinary Work of 


God, but upon the Atteſtations of thoſe 
to whom ſuch Evidence has been afforded. 
It is an Exemption that appears neceſſarily 


to reſult from our divine Law-giver's own 
Practice; and it were to be wiſhed, that no 


Attempts were made to deprive us of that 
Liberty, wherewith Chriſt hath made us free. 
It has for ſome Time been a Subject of 
Diſpute, whether miraculous Powers were 


continued to the Church after the Days of 
the Apoſtles; would the Writers who under- 
take to defend the affirmative Side of the 
Queſtion, bring to Light a few clear, ſatisfac- 

tary 


4 21 ] 
tory. Inſtances of fuch a Power, the Diſpute 
would at once be decided ; and a very few we 


ſhould eſteem ſufficient; could I be cer- 


tified from the Pen of one creditable Wit- 
neſs, that he had with his own Eyes ſeen 
Ignatius, or Polycarp, or Juſtin Martyr, or 
Trengus, perform a ſingle Miracle, whereof 
his Senſes could be abſolutely certain, ſuch as 
raiſing a dead Body to Life, reſtoring Sight 
to the Blind, or the like, I ſhould then be in- 

clined to admit this Hiſtorian's Account of 
other Works of the fame Kind, effected by 
the ſame Hand, of which he had no ſtronger 
an Aſſurance than the Teſtimony of others. 
And if a Conviction was fully wrought in me, 


that theſe Powers did actually exiſt in one 


of theſe good old Fathers, I could eaſily aſ- 
ſent to it in all the Reſt. The creditable 
Witneſs, in this Caſe, muſt be one, who has 
related no manifeſt Lies with equal Confi- 


fidence ; for, when a Man has been found 


groſſly to falſify in one Inſtance, I own his 
Credit is forfeited with me; other People 


may believe him, if they pleaſe, for my Part 


I cannot. 


| But, inſtead of ſatisfactory Deren, 
the World has hitherto been only treated 


with Syllogiſms; tho certain it 25 that a 


Queſtion 
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Queſtion of Fact can no more be deter- 


mined by a long Train of Reaſoning, than 


a Propoſition in Euclid can be proved from 


the Annals of Tacitus, In ſhort, the only 


Evidence of Facts is Teſtimony ; every Man 
of Learning knows, at leaſt ought to know, 
they are capable of being proved no other 
Way: And for Facts more or leſs extraordi- 
nary, different Degrees of Evidence are in all 


Reaſon to be expected; no body, ſure, will 
deny that a Miracle is ſomething that requires 
to be further atteſted, than a common and or- 


dinary Event; and there is ſuch a Thing as 


being guilty of Raſhneſs in admitting a ſu- 
pernatural Operation, as well as of Infide- 


lity in rejecting it. There is certainly a Ne- 
ceflity for ſtopping ſome where; ſome Boun- 
dary muſt be fixed upon as a Line of Sepa- 
ration between true and falſe; we have been 


_ endeavouring to place it at the Atteſtation of 
__ an Eye-witneſs, and think we are authorized 


by our Saviour, as well as the Reaſon of the 
Thing, fo to do; it is incumbent upon thoſe 


who diſapprove of this, to place the Criterion 


ſomewhere elſe, that plain Chriſtians may be 


able to judge, what they are, and what they 


are. not to believe. And if any Man ven- 


tures to proceed one Step forwards, to allow 


of one > Remove beyond this, he will ſoon 
be 


1 
be made ſenſible to what a Heap of abo- 


minable Lies and Forgeries he muſt open his 
Creed. 


There is one Obſervation more that may 
properly be made from the foregoing Doc- 
trine; which is, that the Teſtimony of the 
Evangeliſts carries juſt the ſame Force in it 
to us of this Age, as it did to thoſe who im- 
mediately ſucceeded them. Some Endea- 
vours have been uſed to ſhew, that the 
Scriptures are daily lofing ſomething of 
their Authority; that the original Evidences, 

like all other Things, have been gradually 
wearing out, and growing weaker and 
weaker by Time; and a chimerical Calcula- 
tion has been made, by what Degrees this De- 
clenſion happens, exactly how long they are 
to retain any Validity, and when the Credi- 
bility of the Hiſtory is entirely to ceaſe, and 
its Subſtance evaporate into Nothing. And 
had we no written Records, whereby to ſup- 
port our Belief, had we nothing better to 
plead than a dark Account derived down 
from Father to Son by the uncertain Chan- 
nel of oral Tradition, there would be very juſt 
Grounds for this Sort of Reaſoning. If we 
do but conſider how much of its Weight 

Teſtineny loſes in common Inſtances, by 


it ; 3 


—_ 
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paſſing only from one Hand to another, how 
exceedingly doubtful and precarious every 
Fact is rendered, not only as to its Circum- 


ſtances, but its very Exiſtence, by two or 


three Removes, and further refle& thro' 
what a Number of Hands an Account 
muſt have paſſed ſince the Days of Au- 
guſtus Cæſar, there will want no Argument 
to make it probable, that, had there been no 
more durable Monuments of thoſe diſtant 
Times remaining than anwritten Words, the 
Whole Hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt had by this 
Time been ſwallowed up in Fable, and we 
could have been under no ſort of Aſſurance 
that there was any Thing true at the Begin- 
ning. 


But it is our good Fortune not to be 
left thus without Witneſs. The ſame Foun- 
tains of Living Water, at which the imme- 
diate Succeſſors of the Goſpel Age ſlaked their 
Thirſt, are deſcended down to us in a pure 


and uncorrupted Stream; The fame Evi- | 
dences which the Chriſtian Church then poſ- 
ſeſſed, and by which innumerable Converts 


both from among Jews and Gentiles were 


brought into it, are {till extant, and in every 


one's Hands, in their full and original Vigour. 
We can produce the fame Proofs for our 


T that e 


Religion, 


Relig] 


ving 


for 01 
be ea; 
Man 

hundr 


Eyes t 


| ame J 
AY lime 


one b 
know] 
thoritz 
when 
Proof 
mothe 


che W 


we h 
Loſs; 
step, 
was fi 


1 26 1 
Religion, that were enjoyed by them, ha- | 
ving the fame immortal Pages to reſort to, 
that they had. That we have as good Grounds 
for our Faith as our Fore-fathers had, may 
be eaſily ſhewn. Suppoſe, for Inſtance, a 
Man to conſult a Bible that was printed a 
hundred Years ago; he ſees with his own 
Eyes that he builds his Faith upon the very 
fame Foundations with thoſe who lived at the 
Time this Book was printed; fo here is 
me hundred Years wherein he muſt ac- 
knowledge not a Tittle is loſt from the Au- 
thority of the Scriptures ; thoſe who lived 
when this Book was printed had the ſame 
Proof to themſelves that it was the Copy of 
mother Book which had been publiſhed to 
the World a hundred Years before that, ſo 
we have gained another Century, and no 
Loſs ; and thus may we go backwards Step by 
step, till we reach the Times when the Book 
was firſt written; and ſince it cannot be diſ- 
covered that any thing has been taken from 
ts Credit in any one Period of the Time, 
there can be nothing diminiſhed in the Hole. 
Un ſhort, there is but one Teſtimony ſtand- 
ng between the Perſons who are to believe, 
and the Facts to be believed, any more now, 
an there was ſixteen hundred Years ago. 
o far therefore is it from true, that the Goſ- 
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the Sun cannot poſſibly make ſo; but, 


| Objections are made, which give Occaſion 
to ſift the Evidence anew, to bring it into 
every Point of Light, and ſhew it more to 
to deſtroy, is ſtill an additional Reaſon for 


whoſe Oi is clear and indubitable, let us 


L 26 J 


pel is become any thing "worſe by Dura- | 
tion, that its Antiquity is an Argument in 
its Favour. What cannot be ſhewn to have 


been true at firſt, ten thouſand Revolutions of 


when Facts are once eſtabliſhed upon good 


Evidence, the Proofs grow ſtronger and | 
ſtronger by Poſſeſſion, there is daily ſome- 


thing further to be faid for them, every 
Age is a Confirmation of the laſt. Freſh 


Advantage; and every unſucceſsful Attempt 
holding faſt. To, thoſe Things therefore, 


refolve to adhere without Wavering : At the 


| ſame time it becomes us to be exceeding | 
careful, how we admit any thing ſpurious 


upon a Level with them. Tis a Diſhonour 
to the Truth of God to mix with it the 
Fancies and Inventions of Men. To be- 
lieve upon proper Evidence deſerves ſome 
Commendation, but there is not the leaſt 
Shadow of Merit in believing upon no 


. Evidence at all, 


I will 
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1 will conclude with the Collect of our 
Church for St. Thomass Day. 


Almi. bey and everlaſting 000, who, for the 
more Confirmation of the Faith, didſt ſuffer 


thy holy Apoſtle Thomas to be doubtful in thy 

Son's Reſurreftion; grant us fo perfectly and 

without all Doubt to believe in thy Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, that our Faith in thy Slee may ne- 

ver be reproved. Hear us, O Lord, thro the 

ſame Jeſus Chriſt, to whom, with thee and the 

Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory 10W and 
for evermore. Amen ; 
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APPENDIX. 


AGE 21, Line 27, of the foregoing Dil- 
courſe, I have made Uſe of theſe 
* Words; © but, inſtead of ſatisfactory 
* Depoſitions, the World has hitherto been 
ce only treated with Syllogiſms.” It will be 
proper to explain myſelf a little upon this 
Point, and add a few Lines in Proof and 
Confirmation of what is here aſſerted. 


It hath already been over and over ob- 
ſerved, that thoſe Gentlemen who have writ 
againſt the Free Inquiry, tho' they zealouſly 
maintain the Exiſtence of Miracles for three 
hundred Years, have yet been able to fix 
but upon one ſingle Fact as an Inſtance of 
their Exiſtence, and have not been able to 
clear this one from the Exceptions to which 
it is liable. In both my former Pamphlets 

upon 


1 3) 
upon this Subject, I have acknowledged the 
Smyrnaan Letter concerning Polycarp's Mar- 
tyrdom to be genuine, and have only ar- 
gued againſt it from the Abſurdity of the 
Circumſtances related in it, and which I 
_ think ſufficient to overthrow the Authority 
of a Piece much better atteſted than this is. 
But I now beg Leave to retract this Acknow- 
ledgment ; there appears to me upon further 
Conſideration the greateſt Room to doubt, 


whether any two Pages of it can be de- 


pended upon as authentick; what has prin- 
cipally led me into this dubious Opinion about 
-It, is the Advertiſement we find annexed to 
it in Archbiſhop Yake's. Tranſlation, which 
I never took Notice of, at leaſt never ſuffi- 
ciently attended to, till fince the Publica- 
tion of my laſt Papers. It runs in theſe 
Words: “ This Epiſtle was tranſcribed by 
& Cajus out of the Copy of Treneus, the Diſ- 
te ple of Polycarp; who alſo lived and con- 
cc verſed with Irenaus. And I, Socrates, 


« tranſcribed it at Corinth, out of the a 
I of the laid Caius. 


« After which, J Pionius again wrote it 
© from the Copy before mentioned, having 
“ ſearched it out by the Revelation of Po- 
5 Wi? who directed me to it, as alſo I 
* "ſhall —— in what follows; ; having ga- 


& ; heres 
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e thered theſe Things together now almoſt 
* corrupted thro' Proceſs of Time,” 


This Advertiſement which the Archbiſhop; 
has detached from the Body of the Letter 
in Cotelerius's Edition, which I have lately 
conſulted, ſtands as a Part, and the conclu- 
ding Chapter of the Narrative, Now let 
any Man of Senſe and Impartality ſeriouſly. 
_ conſider its Contents, and then ingenuouſly. 
tell me, what Streſs he thinks is to be laid 
upon it. The Epiſtle itſelf is repreſented as 
originally written by one Evareſtus : This 
Perſon's Account is ſuppoſed to have fallen 
into the Hands of Jren@us; from Treneus. 
Caius is ſaid to have tranſcribed it; from 
_ Caius, Socrates; and either from Caius or 
Socrates, Pionius; and upon Pioniuss Copy 
the World has ever ſince depended. But I 
ſhall be glad to know what Man upon the 
Face of the Earth can be anſwerable for 
the Fidelity of all theſe Tranſcribers. In the 
firſt Place what Proof is there, what Aſſu- 
rance have we, that the exact Account, as 
it was penned by Evareſtus, did come into 
the Hands of Irenzus? We are only told 
that rad ra le ren g N re Tdi S, ex Tov Eg 
Archbiſhop Uſher, in his Notes, which 
Cotelerius has made Uſe of, explains theſe 
Words # Ta! Enel, by ex Irenes Exem- 


Plaribuis, 


32 


plaribus, from the Copy of Ireneus; but 
whether they ſignify any more than, from 

Hints or Memorandums found amongſt his 
Papers, is by no Means evident. But who. 


this Caius was, Archbiſhop ter himſelf 
(upon whom Dr. Wake 115 the Authority 


of this Piece) does not pretend to know. 


Si cum Trenæo converſatus eſt, ſays he, vel 


idem fuit, vel eodem ſaltem tempore vixit cum 


Caio Presbytero, &c. plainly ſignifying his 


entire Ignorance of the Matter. Why then 


are we to look upon it as a Thing impoſſi- 
ble, that this Man with whoſe Character 


no body feems to be at all acquainted, 


might either compile from his own Head, 


or at leaſt tranſcribe unfaithfully? But from 
Caius let us deſcend at once to Pionius; 
And how far we have Reaſon to depend 
upon his Authority, is, I think, clear at firſt 
Sight. He tells us himſelf that he was di- 
rected to the Place, (namely Corinth, tho a 
Man might have imagined it to be beſt 
_ preſerved at Smyrna) where a true Copy of 
this Epiſtle was to be met with, by a Re- 
velation from Polycarp ; and at the fame Time, 
that the original Teſtimonies were almoſt worn 


out and corrupted thro' Proceſs of Time. This 


Story of the Revelation has ſurely a very ſuſ- 
picious Aſpect, and muft extremely weaken. 


4 che F orce of his Evidence in any Queſtion 


0 concerning 


FE 1 : 
concerning Miracles; it is an undeniable 
Proof of an Enthuſiaſtick Turn of Mind, 
ſuch as would naturally be prolifick in ſup- 


plying the Defects of an imperfect and cor- 


rupted Manuſcript. But, even before the 
Account came into his Hands, it had paſſed 
thro' two Impreſſions, as one may call it, for 
the Juſtneſs of which, or either of them, no 
body pretends to vouch, So that whether 
Euſebius wrote his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory be- 
fore or after Pioniuss Life of Polycarp came 


out, ſeems not worth our while to examine; 


tho' was it prior to the other, as Dr. Church 
would perſuade us, here was a ſure Place of 
Reſort for Pionius without the Help of a Re- 
velation. © 


I might now appeal, according to a late 
Example, to the Serious and Unprejudiced, 
whether a Miracle is to be admitted upon 


ſuch Evidence as this? Confidering all the 


Circumſtances together, does it appear with 
the ſmalleſt Degree of Certainty, that the 
Account which is come down to us, is the 
ſame that was once given by an Eye-wit- 
neſs of the Fat? That ſome Relation was 
drawn up of the Martyrdom is probable 
enough ; but in what Particulars it would 
be found to agree with Pionius's Tran- 


ſcript, or even with Exſebius's Hiſtory, could 
WE they 
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they be compared together, we are all totally 
in the dark. 


Thoſe Geeinen who inſiſt upon the Ge- 
nuineneſs of the Snyrnæan Epiſtle, and the 
Reality of, at leaſt, ſome of the Miracles re- 


of our own Courts of Juſtice, and only attend 
to a Tryal upon a common Aſſault and 
Battery. They will find, when a Witneſs 
is produced, he is never queſtioned but to 
thoſe Particulars which fell under the imme- 
diate Obſervation of his own Senſes. There 
is no Allowance made to the beſt atteſted 
_ Hearſay, nor the leaſt Attention paid to it; 
Whatever Facts he relates, the ſole Interroga- 


theſe Things upon your own abſolute Know- 
ledge, was you preſent at the Time, and 
| did you ſee them yourſelf? This is the 


this Nature, and will any Man maintain, that 
2 Miracle is to be believed upon leſs Evi- 
dence, than, in the common Opinion of 
Mankind, is neceſſary to aſcertain, who 
gave the firſt Blow in a paultry Squabble ? 
It makes no Difference, whether the Atteſta- 
tion be delivered from the Mouth, or from 
the Pen; the Perſon upon whoſe Teſtimony 
I ultimately depend, muſt be an Eye-wit- 
neſs 


corded in it, would do well to go into one _ | 


tion put to him is, Pray can you affirm 


1 known Rule of proceeding in all Caſes of 


g 


1 


neſs of the Fact he relates, or his Teſtimony 

goes for nothing. Upon this Principle I not 
only think myſelf juſtified in rejecting the 

Smyrnæan Letter; but do affirm, that, ac- 
cording to the Nature of Evidence, no Man's 
Aſſent can be required to a Miracle upon 
the Credit of it. 


This is my principal Objection to this 
celebrated Epiſtle; there is another of an 
inferior Kind, which I ſhall not offer as a 
direct Proof, but only as a ſtrong Pre- 


ſumption againſt it. Tis obſervable that al- 
tho' Polycarp was put to Death amidſt a great 
| Crowd of Jews and Pagans, who are repre- 
ſented as Spectators of this tragical Scene, 
and muſt have beheld every thing that hap- 
pened at it, as clearly as the Chriſtians did, 
there is no Account of any one Convert 
that was made to Chriſtianity by the Multi- 
plicity of Miracles that are faid to have attend- 
ed it. That ſo many Signs from Heaven, 
| immediately following one another, ſhould 
touch the Heart of no one Man amongſt them, 
is hard to conceive; and, if any Effect of 
| this Kind had been produced, it could not 
; be unknown to the Church of Smyrna; and, 
R upon Suppoſition of their Knowledge, it is 
natural to think they would not fail of in- 
ſerting it in their Letter upon the Subject. 


F 2 Had 


2 


ttrts “ P 
Had an incidental Mention only been made 
of this good Man's Execution in a Wri- 


ting that treated of various other Matters, 
we could allow for the Omiſſion of many 


Circumſtances, that might ſeem worth know- 


ing; but in a Narrative profeſſedly writ to 
give an Account of this ſingle Tranfaction, 
that no Mention ſhould be made of an Event 


of ſo great Importance, and which was ſo 


well calculated to create Belief to the Whole, 


is an Argument, tho' not demonſtrative, yet, 


I own, to me of conſiderable Weight. 


But, to ſupply the Defect of particular 


Inſtances, the Advocates for theſe Miracles 
refer us to the general Atteſtations of the 


Fathers, more eſpecially of Origen, who re- 


lates what he had ſeen himſelf of a miracu- 
lous Nature; and hence it is urged, with an 
Air of Triumph againſt my laſt Pamphlet. 
that when I fay, the Fathers have atteſted 


no particular Facts upon their own Know- 
ledge, I contradict, not only the Writers I 


am contending with, but Dr. Middleton him- 


ſelf, who has in the cleareſt Manner owned, 


what I have the Hardineſs to deny. But 


this is not the firſt Time that a Triumph 
has been ſung before the Victory. For pray 
what! it is that Dr. Midaletonn has owned ? His 


Words are wer as they are progucry by 
Dr. 
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3 
Dr. Church, © they (7. e. the Fathers) declare 
« that ſuch Powers were actually ſub- 
« fiſting in thoſe Days, and openly exerted 
in the Church; that hey had often ſeen the 


nv 


g 


« wonderful Effects of them; and that every 
& body elſe might ſee the ſame, whenever 
they pleaſed.” But need fo learned and 


acute a be put in Mind that 
there is a wide Difference between a Man's 


affirming that he has ſeen the Effects of 
a Miracle, and that he has ſeen the Fact, the 
Fact in all its Circumſtances ? I apprehend 


there are many Hundreds of People now li- 
ving in this Nation, and People too of good 


Credit and Veracity, (ſome of whom I am 


myſelf at this Time acquainted with) who 
will affirm they have ſeen the Effects of the 
Power, pretended to by ſome of our Kings, 
of healing the Evil; but does this amount 
to the ſame thing as affirming they have 
ſeen the Cure in all its Parts performed in 
ſuch a Manner, that their Reaſon could not 
be deceived in concluding it to be a Mira- 
cle? This they have publickly been called 
upon to do, but no body has yet thought fit 
to attempt it. This Caſe is ſo exactly pa- 
rallel with that of the Fathers in Regard 
to the Subject of this Diſpute, that I cannot 


avoid illuſtrating the one by the other, and 


therefore hope my Readers will forgive its 
being ſo often introduced. In both Caſes, 
| Man 


G8. 


fects, proves only that he believes the Thing 


himſelf, but does not prove that he has good 


and ſufficient Grounds for that Belief. If 
in all Ages there have been ſome Inſtances 
of Men too hard of Belief, one may ven- 
ture to aſſert that far the greateſt Part of Man- 
kind are now, and always have been, by 


much two credulous. This has been ſo re- 
markably verified, even amongſt ourſelves, 


that a Suppoſition of the Fathers being lia- 
ble to an equal Degree of Weakneſs, is far 


from being any Reflection upon their Cha- 
racters. 


Let us now proceed to examine with a 


little Care into the real Sum and Subſtance 


of what we find affirmed by Origen, upon 
whoſe Shoulders the whole Weight and Me- 


Tits of the Cauſe ſeem at laſt to be reſted. 


I preſume we may depend upon thoſe Paſſa- 
ges Dr. Middleton has extracted, without 


going to the Original. In one Place he is 
introduced ſaying, © that many People, as it 


ce were againſt their Wills, have been brought 


« over to Chriſtianity, by the Spirit giving 


« a ſudden Turn to their Minds, and of- 
« fering Viſions to them either by Day or by 


« Night; ſo that, inſtead of hating the Word, 
« they became ready even to lay down their 


% Lives 


a Man's affirming that he has ſcen the Ef 
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139-1 
* Lives for it. I have ſeen many Exam- 
« ples of this Sort, and, ſhould I only ſet 
« down ſuch of them as were tranſacted 


in my Preſence, I ſhould expoſe myſelf 


cc 


* to the loud Laughter of the Unbelievers; 


« who 
CC 


but God is my Witneſs, that 
my ie: Purpoſe is to recommend the 
Religion of Jeſus, not by fictitious Tales, 


£c 


* but by clear and evident Facts. I have 
ſeen many Examples of this Sort ---Of what 


cc 


Sort, may I have Leave to aſæ? That he had 
ſeen many Converſions, no Doubt is to be made; 
but how does it appear, that he had ſeen the 
active Principle by which theſe Converſions 


were brought about? Had he ever beheld 


with his Eyes the Spirit of God, whoſe 
Work he ſuppoſes them to be, and been 
able to diſtinguiſh it from the Operations of the 
Men's own Minds? The Spirit offering 
“ Viſions to them either by Day or by 


cc Night F Does he ſay he ever ſaw one 


of theſe YV:/ions himſelf? Muſt not he depend, 
for their Truth and Reality, upon what the 
Perſons themſelves, or others, whoſe Word 
was ſtill of leſs Weight, were pleaſed to 
tell him ? And is this being an Eye-witneſs 
to a Fact? O fye, I am aſhamed to ſee fo 
great a Streſs laid upon ſuch wretched Teſ- 
timony; I will produce much better by 


and by, and Dr. Church himſelf ſhall not 
| believe 
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believe it. Are theſe ſome of the cleareſt and 
moſt evident Facts he had to produce? Alas! 


poor Man, tis no Wonder he expoſed him- 


ſelf to the loud Laughter of Unbelievers, 
who are mighty apt to laugh, nor can one 


well blame them for it, when a Man is talk- 


ing or writing a great deal of Stuff that he 
cannot prove. I do not find that the Apoſ- 


tles were ever apprehenſive of having their 


Miracles turned into Ridicule: When St. 


Jobn is ſpeaking of the great Number wrought 
by our Saviour, he only ſays, that, if all of 


them were to be recorded, they would ſwell 
a Hiſtory to, an immenſe Bulk, without be- 


traying the leaſt Suſpicion ; they would fur- 


niſh Mirth to, Unbelievers ; who, however 


they may evade and ſbuffc out of Truth, 


are ſeldom obſerved to laugh at it, though 
Lord Shaftsbury thinks it would have been 
the moſt effectual Way to get the better of 
it. I hope it is not neceſſary theſe Unbe- 


lievers ſhould be treated with great Severity, 


becauſe, in Reſpect to this Teſtimony of 
Origen, I muſt ſuffer my own Name to be 
inſerted into their Number ; for he repreſents 
himſelf as an Eye-witneſs of that, which it 
was impoſſible for him to be an Eyc-witneſs 
of ; he might ſee the Effect, but it was not in 
the Nature of Things that he ſhould * 
or bg {ure of, the Cauſe. 


In 


[ 49 ] | 
In another Place, he ſays, ce that ſome, 
% in Proof of a miraculous Power received 
e thro' Faith in Chriſt, heal the Sick, by 
„ invoking the Name of God over them, 
« and of Jeſus, with a Recital of ſome. 
« Story of his Life. I myſelf have ſeen 
many ſo healed in difficult Caſes: Loſs of 
« Senſes, Madneſs, and innumerable other 
% Evils, which neither Men nor Devils 
« could cure.”---Unleſs he had given us a 
more particular Deſcription of theſe Diſ- 
tempers; laid before us his Proofs in a re- 
_ gular Order that they were real Diſtempers, 
and not Impoſtures, (becauſe Madneſs and 
Loſs of Senſes it is extremely eaſy to coun- 
terfeit;) and then by what Steps, and in 
what Manner the Cure was performed ; un- 
lefs, I fay, ſome more minute Account of 
theſe Matters had been afforded us, we can- 
not poſſibly conclude, there was any thing 
at all extraordinary in the whole Bulineſs. 
What he calls plain and evident Fadts we 
have already ſeen; and therefore it cannot 
reaſonably be expected a Man ſhould yield 
up his Aſſent here, unleſs it be firſt made 
appear to him, that the good Father was 
not as liable to Deception in theſe Caſes, as 
he was in the former. Belides, what he 
ſays of the Healing of the Sicc, by the Re- 
cital of ſome Story of our Saviour's Life, is 
G ſo 


0 


ſo analagous to ſome of our modern Me- 


thods of curing an Ague, that one can hard- 


ly ſpeak of it with Gravity and Seriouſneſs. 


Again; ſpeaking of Devils, © We are fo 

far, ſays he, from worſhipping them, that 
„ by Prayers, and the Rehearſal of ſome 
« Paſſages of the ſacred Writ, we drive 
«© them before us; out of Men and Places, 
« and alſo out of Beaſts.”---From this Ac- 
count a Perſon of a lively Imagination might 
form an Idea of the Chriſtians driving a Herd 


of Devils before them like a Drove of Oxen. 


But did Origen in earneſt ever ſee one of 
| theſe Devils with his bodily Eyes? If this is 
not to be ſuppoſed, there muſt be better 
Proof than his bare Teſtimony, that they 
were in the Men, and Places, and Beaſts, be- 


fore we can admit he had any. Share in 


driving them out, Gregory Thaumaturgus, 
indeed, {I muſt write it no more with an 


e, ) not only expelled them out of a Tem- 


ple, but, by a Letter directed to Satan, actu- 


ally fetched them back again. And I defy | 


any Man alive to ſhew, that this particular 


Story is not as well atteſted, as any thing 


here affirmed by Origen. If I am to be- 
lieve in general upon his Authority that De- 
vils did reſide in ſuch and ſuch certain Places, 
and were by Chriftians caſt out, I can have 

no 
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no Reaſon to diſbelieve that the Power was 
exemplified in this particular Inſtance. 


Thus have I laid before the Reader the 
Subſtance of what I find affirmed by- Origen 
upon his own. Knowledge; and have con- 
cealed no Part of it that may be of Uſe to 
my Adverſaries in this Diſpute. And I will 
now venture to aſk the moſt Sanguine of 
them, whether he can pronounce it a ſuffi- 
cient Foundation for us of this Age to re- 
ceive the Miracles aſcribed to him? Can he 
from hence maintain that Origen was an Eye- 
witneſs of one Miracle; I mean an Eye-wit- 
nels, not only of what he took for a Miracle 
himſelf, but of what muſt neceſſarily be a 
Miracle, of any Event that could not poſſibly 
be produced by a natural Cauſe ? Will he 
fay, no better Evidence can be produced for 


a Miracle? Let him only conſider the ſingle 


Story of our Saviour's raiſing Lazarus from 
the Dead, and then let him declare, whether 


he diſcerns no Difference between the two | 
Caſes: Will he fay there is any thing, in all 


Origen's Affirmations together, half fo ſatis- 
factory ? Are there not Grounds of Diſtinc- 
tion enough, upon which to admit the one, 
and Soars the other ? Sure there is no Need 
of purſuing this Matter any farther. A Man 
that cannot ſee the Difference, muſt either 

'G 2 be 
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bh naturally blind, or purpoſely hut his 


Eyes. 


But ſtill it is inſiſted on as a Thing in- 


credible, that the Fathers ſhould fo unani- 


mouſly concur in aſſerting theſe Miracles, if 
ſomething of the Kind had not really exiſted. 
*Tis + ge 9 impoſſible they ſhould all be fo 
deceived. On the contrary, I affirm the 
Thing to be poſſible; and I affirm it upon 
the Experience of what is known to have 


happened at other Times, and upon other 


Occaſions, Mankind, in one Age, is ex- 
tremely like Mankind in another ; the Learn- 


ed now are like the Learned fixteen hun- 


dred Years ago; the Vulgar juſt the ſame 
Creatures as the Vulgar : What therefore ſen- 
| fible and learned Men have in great Num- 
bers fallen into ſince, ſenſible and learned 
Men were in great Numbers capable of then. 
To make no further Mention of the gene- 
ral Opinion that a certain Diſtemper was 


miraculouſly healed by a Touch of the 


King's Hand, and which is not entirely root- 
ed out at this Day, who would have thought 
it poſſible that ſuch a Man as Biſhop Jewel 
ſhould adviſe Queen Elizabeth to put the 
Laws in Execution againſt Witches? © Theſe 
« Eyes, fays he, have ſeen moſt evident 
* and manifeſt Marks of their Wickedneſs.“ 

5 
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Is there any thing in Origen, is there any 
thing in all Antiquity, fince the Miracles of 
the Goſpel, better atteſted than this? Has 
there ever exiſted a Man in the Chriſtian 


Church, whoſe Character will better bear 


being looked into than this good Biſhop's ? 
I defy the World to produce him. And 
ſhall I be bound down by the Authority of 
the former, when I know that the Facts, 
ſo ſeriouſly affirmed by the latter, were ab- 
ſolutely falſe? Indeed the Weakneſs of be- 
lieving the Exiſtence of Witches and Sor- 
cerers, was not peculiar to this great Man; 
it was an Opinion that found Reception, 
(to the Diſgrace of human Reaſon, ſo far as 
any Opinion can be ſo) not only amongſt 


the Vulgar and illiterate Orders of Men, 


but with the Heads and Governors of our 
Church and State, with our Biſhops, our 
Judges, and our Senators. Nor did they reſt 
in the ſimple Belief of all this Trumpery, 
but made capital Laws againſt it, and actu- 
ally put thoſe Laws in Execution. Nay, 
ſince the Return of old England to its Senſes, 
whoever will but look into the Hiftory of 
New, will perceive this Notion carried to ſuch 
an Exceſs of enthuſtaſtical Fury, not more 


than ſixty Years ago, as had like to have 
ended in the Deſtruction of the Colony. 


After a due Conſideration of theſe Things, 


how 


1 


how can it be laid down as a certain Prin- 


ciple, that Men of Honeſty, Men of Senſe, 
and Men of Learning, might not almoſt 
univerſally be drawn into the Belief of 
Miracles that were never wrought? Surely 
the Records of a Britiſh Parliament, and of 
Britiſh Courts of Juſtice, are deplorable Mo- 


numents of what it is poſſible for Men to 


believe, and will be an everlaſting Counte- 


nance to the Credulity of the Fathers. 


To return once more, and I hope for the 
laſt Time, to the Teſtimony of Hiſtorians. 
The Writers againſt the Free Inguiry, ha- 
ving confined Teh Defence of Miracles 


within the Limits of the three firſt Cen- 


turies, have been called upon to aſſign a 
Reaſon why the Writers of the Fourth are 
not entitled to an equal Degree of Credit 
with thoſe of the preceding. I here repeat 
the Requeſt, and, having explained my Mean- 


ing a little more at large; deſire. no Man 
would write any more, without giving a 


clear and ſatisfactory Anſwer to it. Let it be 
obſerved that I bar all Harangue upon the 
general Genius and Characters of the two 
Ages, as quite foreign to the Purpoſe. There 
is no Age ſo barbarous, or ſo entirely given to 
Fable, but that it may produce ſome honeſt 
and able Men; and the Compariſon lies not 
between 


n 
between the two Ages, but between an ho- 
neſt and ingenuous Man in one Age, and an 
honeſt and ingenuous Man in another. The 
ſole Queſtion is, Why the one is not to be 
deemed as good a Witneſs of Facts as the 
other? Why, for Inſtance, the Word of 
Athanafius is not to go as far with me, and 
ought not to carry as much Weight in it, as 
the Word of Trenaus* This for the fourth 
Century ; let us proceed to the fifth, where 
perhaps we may be able to find a Writer, 


whoſe Authority may be equal to the beſt of 


them. I will venture to name Sulpicius Se- 
verus, as a Man above all Suſpicion of an In- 


tention to deceive, and whoſe Abilities are 


ſufficiently demonſtrated by his Writings. 
This Author has writ the Life of Martin Bi- 


ſhop, of Tours; and, after the ſolemn Decla- 


rations that occur in the Preamble of the 
Care he has taken to tranſmit nothing but 
Truth, tis really melancholy to ſee with 
what a Heap of Falſhoods every Page al- 
moſt is crowded. He does not indeed pre 
tend to have ſeen the incredible Things bs 
relates of Martin himſelf, but he tells us, that 
upon the Fame of his great Virtues and ex- 
traordinary Holineſs, he took a Journey on 
Purpoſe to ſee him, and that he received 
the Account he was then writing, partly from 
his own Mouth, and partly from the Mouths 


of 
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of thoſe who conſtantly converſed with him. 
Take one particular Story as a Sample of the 


reſt: A Perfon very well dreſſed came one 


Day to Martin, and enter'd into Converſa- 


tion with him, having aſſumed the Charac- 
ter of Jeſus Chriſt; but, upon ſome Ob- 
jection the good Man made to his Pretenſions, 
the Phantom vaniſhed from his Sight, leav- 


ing a great Smoke behind him, impregnated 


with very fœtid Particles, by which he knew 


it was the Devil: And this, adds the Hiſto- 


rian, I had from Martin's own Mouth. Now 


pleaſe to give me a Reaſon, why this Man's 
Teſtimony is not as good as Juſtin Martyr's, 


as good as Tertullian's, as good as Origen's? 
And why the Story juſt related, as well as 


ſome others of the ſame Nature, and equally 
incredible, will not demand Admittance at 
the ſame Door which you ſet open for the 


Reception of what is affirmed in general 
by either of thoſe earlier Fathers. This Diffi- 
culty, I think, the Advocates for the Mira- 
cles in Diſpute obliged to ſolve. For what 


does a Man advance in the Argument, by 


making it probable to me, that ſomething of 
what the Fathers have affirmed, may be true? 

His Work is ſtill imperfect, becauſe I am but 

uſt where I was, unleſs he lays down ſome 


Rule by which I may be able to judge, 


: _ a great Mixture and Confuſion of both, 


when 


e 
When they ſpeak "FN and when Falſhood. 
He has perplexed my Underſtanding, and led 
me into a Maze, and ſurely it is Part of his 
Duty to affiſt in getting me out again. But 


I take upon me to ſay theſe Affirmations 


all ſtand upon the ſame Footing ; and, if 


we find ourſelves compelled to reject Sul- 
 picius, we act but like reaſonable Men, and 
therefore can incur no juſt Cenſure, in reject- 


ing all the others with him. And the Uſe 
I would make of the Whole is, to demon- 
ſtrate the Neceſſity of excluding all Evi- 
dence in Matters of a miraculous Nature, 
that falls a Tittle ſhort of what has been 
called for, the clear and expreſs Teſtimony of 
an Eye-witneſs. Such Teſtimony is actually 
not produced for any one Miracle ſince the 
Apoſtles Days, and therefore upon the Teſti- 
mony of the Fathers we are not bound to 


believe there has been any ſuch Thing; which 


is the Propoſition Dr. Middleton undertook to 
prove. 


I now turn my Face dire&tly to the Re- ; 
verend and Learned Dr. Church, whoſe kind 

Intention I acknowledge in the Advice he 
has been pleaſed to give me; but at the 


: ſame Time muſt ſincerely tell him I am not 


at all diſpoſed to receive Advice at his Hands, 


The 125 which breathes in his laſt Perform- 


H ance, 


[ 08 | 
ance, is not ſuch as will induce me to 
pay any Deference to his Opinion of con- 
troverſial Merit. What happen to be his 
Thoughts of my ſmall Productions, is a Mat- 
ter of the utmoſt Indifference to me; I nei- 


ther tremble at his Cenſures, nor covet his 


Applauſe. Upon my Word, I think, a Cha- 


racer muſt be but a low one that can want 
the Support of Dr. Church's Pen. I hope to 
keep myſelf up in the Opinion of the moſt 
ſenſible and impartial Part of Mankind with- 
out his Aſſiſtance; for the Reſt, he is moſt 
heartily welcome to them. He mult not take 


it ill, if I ſhall never be deterred, by any thing 


he can ſay, from expreſſing my Sentiments 


freely in Favour of what I take to be true, in 
Oppoſition to what I take to be falſe, from 


whatever Quarter it arrives. I have no Re- 


gard to Names; I write for, or againſt, no 
Man; I endeavour to conſider an Opinion 
abſtractedly from its Author; and it is im- 
poſſible for any one to write or read impar- 


tially without it. To ſpeak without Re- 
ſerve, this Sort of Conduct does not ſeem to - 
have been ſufficiently obſerved in the preſent 
Controverſy; I confeſs there is a ſtrong Ap- 
pearance to me, that the Queſtion has been 


the more ſtrenuouſly oppoſed, merely be- 
cauſe it came from Dr. Middleton: There are 
ſome better Grounds for what I ſay, than bare 


Conjecture. , 


0 
| 


WY 

Conjecture. A Learned Divine, whoſe Know- 
ledge in Eccleſiaſtical Antiquity, and great 
Attachments to it, were known to all the 
World, aſſerted the ſame Thing, in almoſt 
| as ſtrong Terms above forty Years ago, as 

Dr. Middleton has done lately. He ſays, that 
J Miracles in about an Age after the Aſcent 
- « of Chriſt, theſe are his Words, were almoſt 
t e totally withdrawn.” Now allowing that by 
) an Age he meant a Century, which is the 
l moſt we can underſtand by it, and dating the 

Commencement of this Century at the Cruci- 


t fixion of our Saviour, it will extend only to 
e about thirty Years after the Death of St. 
g John. 8o that, altho' the Author does not 
8 point-blank aſſert that no ſingle Footſtep of 
n a miraculous Power did remain afterwards, 
n 


yet hence he has clearly ſhewn his Opinion 
to have been, that very little Dependence is 


0 to be made upon what is found of this 
n Eind in the Writings of ſucceeding Ages. 
- But in this Author's Works the Notion has 


[= lain quiet, and untaken Notice of; the Time 
* was not arrived for combating this Hydra; 


o but, fortunate for us! the Heroes are now ariſen, 
It and Error is no more. After all, heterodox 
1 as this Opinion 1 is, ſhould I at laſt name the 
BH Perſon who advanced it, it might perhaps loſe 
e- a little of its Malignity, Ny; the Keenneſs, 
re which I have ſeen and heard expreſſed to- 
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wards it by many amongſt us, might in ſome 


Meaſure be abated. 


No body ſure, will think it ſtrange, if, for 
the Advice I have received, I here take the 
Liberty of returning my own. All Mankind 


are Givers of Counſel, but very few take it 3 
conſequently I expect that Dr. Church will pay 


the fame Reſpect to mine, as I do to his. 
However I am determined to give it, to ab- 
ſolve my own Conſcience, And the Point I 
would principally recommend to him is, that 


he never venture to pronounce deciſively of any 


Man, that he is no Chriſtian, till he has clear- 
ly and undeniably ſhewn what a Chriſtian 
is, and that the Perſon of whom he pro- 
nounces it, does undoubtedly want ſome of 
thoſe Ingredients that are eſſential in the 
Compoſition, With Reſpect to the firſt of 
theſe Propoſitions, viz. What goes to the 


making a Chriſtian, 'tis well known the 


Learned are not entirely agreed ; there is, how- 
ever an excellent Paſſage to our Purpoſe, in - 


a modern Author, which no Man will be the 


worſe for conſulting, and attending to; It is 


| to be found in Pages 40, 41, 42, 43 of the 
| Preface to Mr. Jortins Remarks upon Eccle- | 
ſiaſtical Hiſtory, What this candid and in- 


genious Divine thinks upon the Subject is 


evident enough, from the Names of thoſe he 


has 


„ 
has there aſſembled together, as Men who 
would ſoon have determined the Queſtion, 
Dr. Church would have done well to have 
produced his own Definition, In Regard to 
Dr. Middleton in particular, how clear ſoever 


it may be to this, and ſome other acute Gen- 


tlemen, that he had not ſufficient about him 
to conſtitute a Chriſtian, I confeſs for my 
own Part that I cannot be quite ſure of it. I 


am far from undertaking to defend every Paſ- 


ſage that has dropt from this great Man's 


Pen, for ſo doubtleſs I may be allowed to 
call him; but, from all thoſe together that 
have fallen under my Obſervation, I cannot 


conclude ſo ſtrongly againſt him. I appre- 
hend he muſt come under the Denomina- 
tion either of a Chriſtian, a Deiſt, or an 
Atheiſt ; It will not, I preſume, be faid, that 
he did not believe in God, therefore no A- 


theiſt. A Deiſt, according to my Notion of 


the Word, is a Perſon who rejects all Divine 
Revelation, and all Inſtitutions of Religion 
retended to be derived from it; who 


feſſes to be directed by the Light of Reaſon 
only, which he looks upon as a ſufficient 
Guide to all neceſſary Truth. But is this 


ſtrictly affirmable of Dr. M:ddleton ? Can it be 
ſaid, that he rejected the Whole both of the 
Jewiſh and Chriſtian Revelations? To be ſa- 


tisfied he had no ſuch Intention, we need 


only 
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only look into the Prefatory Diſcourſe to 
his Letter from Rome, where we find him 
ſtepping out of the Argument he was upon, 
and employing four Pages on purpoſe to ma- 
nifeſt his Conviction of their Truth. To 
ſay nothing of the Beauty and Elegance of 
the Language, wherein few are his Equals, 
can the ſoundeſt Doctor in the Church de- 
Clare his Belief in thoſe Miracles, upon 
which both the Jewiſh and. Chriſtian Reli- 
gions are founded, in more expreſs Terms, 
in Terms clearer of all Ambiguity, than the 
Author hath here done? Is it not fair, that 
a Man be allowed the Benefit of ſuch an 
open Declaration? Doth not common Can- 
dour require, that we give every Writer 
Leave to explain himſelf? And ſhall a few 
free or lax Expreſſions, dropt here and there 
in a Man's Writings, prevail more with us to- 
wards proving him an Infidel, than the plaineſt 
Affirmations can indicate his Faith? Tho' a 
Perſon entertain Doubts about particular Paſ- 
ſages, or particular Doctrines, whether the 
former are clearly underſtood, or the latter 
clearly revealed, yet, if he admit the divine 
Authority of the Whole, I know not how 
to fay of him, he is no Chriſtian ; I cannot 
aſſert he hath forfeited all Right and Title 
to the Name; theſe are Liberties in which I 
dare not indulge myſelf, Lengths I am really 


afraid 


9M 
afraid to go; and had the Declaration pro- 


cCeeded from my Mouth, that occurs in Dr. 


Church's late Preface, I ſhould judge myſelf 
to have departed farther from the Practice 
of a Chriſtian, than he has yet ſhewn Dr. 
Middleton to have departed from the Faith 
of one. Whether he hath not unwillingly 
juſtified by his Example that Part of my 
Pamphlet which he thinks fit to reprehend, 
muſt be left to the Conſideration of the 
Reader. 


Indeed the Practice of fixing odious Names 
upon thoſe who differ from us, and then run- 
ning them down by Virtue of thoſe Names, is 
not new; ſome of the greateſt, and, for 
aught that appeared to the contrary, of the 
beſt Men too, that this Nation ever pro- 
duced, have felt the Effects of this ungo- 
vernable Zeal; they have been excluded the 
Pale of the Church, and ranked at the Head 
of Deiſts, and the moſt flagrant Unbelievers. 
Let thoſe who are concerned in raiſing a 
Cry of this Nature, and bringing in theſe 
Bills of Excluſion and Reprobation againſt 
their Brethren, ſee well to what they are do- 
ing, and juſtify themſelves, if they can, by 
the Doctrine or Example of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles —How far the Gentleman I am 
ſpeaking to, was convinced of Dr. Middleton“ 

Principles, 


“ 
Principles, before the Vindication of the Free 
Inquiry ſaw the Light, I will not take upon 
me to ſay; but it cannot paſs unobſerved, how 
much ſafer it is for him to ſpeak his Mind 
freely now, than it would have been ſome 
Time ago, from the lucky Circumſtance of 
the Author's being paſt making a Reply.— 
J will cloſe my Addreſs to this candid, this 
charitable, this truly Chriſtian Doctor, with 
one very ſhort Remark ; that it is God's Mer- 
cy to us all we are not to be judged by one 
another. Tis to be hoped there are ſome 
Honours in Store, ſome Wreath of Glory yet 
undiſpoſed of, wherewith to crown this il- 
luſtrious ſecond Production; if not, is there 
any Abſurdity in conferring the ſame over 
again? Is there no ſuch Thing as a double 
Doctor? Methinks tis great Pity a Work of 
ſuch conſummate Merit ſhould go without its 
* e! Reward. 


Tho my Sincerity may perhaps be ſuſ- 
pected, I will nevertheleſs take Leave to de- 


clare, that I am not contending for Victory. 
About the Event of this Diſpute, or on 
which Side the Truth ſhall at laſt be found, 
no. Man can well be more indifferent ; but 
1 own myſelf extremely deſirous of having the 
Matter fearched to the Bottom, and cleared 
up one e Way or the nee; to the Satisfaction 


of 
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of every impartial Inquirer. To ſee this 
brought about will indeed be a great Pleaſure 
to myſelf, who do not deem it of quite fo 
trivial and unintereſting a Nature, as many of 
the Learned profeſs to do. If the Miracles 
do really deſerve Credit, ſurely it muſt be fit, 
and in ſome Meaſure behove us, to receive 


and reſpect them as what they are; if they 


are falſe and fictitious, it cannot but be equal- 
ly fit and expedient they ſhould be diſcard- 
ed. Truth muſt always fare the worſe for 
being mixed and confounded with Falſhood. 
Like a good Sort of Man in bad Company, 
tho' he be not really corrupted, he will 
Hardly fail of being ſuſpected. If there are 
Heads ſufficient for the Work of weeding 
the Cockles out of the good Corn, of ſe- 
parating what 1s ſpurious from what is ge- 
nuine, there ſeems to be Abundance of Rea- 
ſons why the thing ſhould be done, and 
not one Ps it ſhould not. The Writers 
however on the other Side plainly think it 
a Queſtion of great Importance by the Size 
of their Volumes in Favour of the Mira- 
.cles; now whatever Moment it is of that 
they ſhould be eſtabliſhed, if true, others 
muſt have Leave to think it is of juſt the 
Sow that they ſhould be rejected, if falſe. 


1 I will 
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I Will trouble the Reader no farther than 


by adding, that the only Point I have had 


in View, has been to bring the Controverſy 
to ſome Concluſion, and flatter myſelf I 
have ſucceeded in directing to a Method by 
which its Merits may be urged, and Judg- 


ment paſſed. To my own Apprehenſion 
the Whole of it turns upon the ſingle Ar- 


ticle of Atteſtation ; Not that I think Atteſta- 
tion alone and of itſelf ſufficient to aſcertain 
a Miracle at all Adventures, becauſe a Fact 


may have every thing requiſite in this Re- 


ſpect, and yet we may have very good Rea- 
ſon to doubt it. When therefore I lay it 


down that ſuch a Degree of Atteſtation is 
neceſſary, my Meaning only is, that this is 


the firſt Thing neceſſary, the firſt Subject of 
Conſideration in the preſent Queſtion, there 
being various other Circumſtances that come 


in to be conſidered afterwards. But if the 


Facts in Diſpute are found to be defective 


here, to limp, as it were, at the Threſhold, 


there is no Need to extend our Enquiries in 
order to try their Strength any farther, the 


Point is gained, and the Argument cloſed. 


The whole of what I have been ſaying is 
to ſhew this to be really and in Truth the 


Caſe, that the Atteſtations produced in Fa- 


vour of the primitive Miracles do not come 


up to what the Nature of a Miracle gives 
us 
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us a Right to demand. In this Opinion I 
am at preſent clear; in order to convince me 
of its being wrong, it will be neceſſary for 
Dr. Middleton 8 Oppoſers to ſingle out ſome 
one Inſtance of a miraculous Event that is 
ſtrictly defenſible, and by which they will 
be willing to abide, or forbear being over 
confident that the F ield of Battle 1 is their own. 


1 aſk but for one, which ſurely cannot be 
d to be an immodeſt Requeſt. Tis plain 
beyond Contradiction this has never been 
3 yet; nothing elſe that can be offered or 
alledged is any Thing at all to the Purpoſe, 
and this may be executed in five Pages as 

well as in five hundred. For which Reaſon, 
the bigger a Book is, the lower is my Ex- 
pectation from it; its very Bulk is to me an 
Argument @ priori againſt it. To conclude; 
firm as my Perſuaſion may at this Time be, 
J hereby promiſe, the Moment I ſee my 
Miſtake, to reſign it up as publickly as I 
have maintained . 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


INCE the foregoing Papers were ſent 
8 to the Preſs, Dr. Dodwell's great Work is 


— come out. I have juſt run it over, and 
ſee no Reaſon from any thing I met with 
to recal a Word I have therein advanced : 
_ Tis my Misfortune to find myſelf juſt where 

I was before. Had the Author produced 

before us any one diftin& Fact, and ſhewn 
it, by an exact Deſcription of all the Circum- 
ſtances attending it, to have been ſuch, as 
we are ſure could not poſſibly be brought to 
paſs by a natural Cauſe, it ſhould have been 
readily acknowledged ; but fince he has only 
inſiſted over again on the general Atteſtations | 
| of the Fathers, which I cannot allow to be 
ſatisfactory, becauſe I ſee with my own Eyes 
that they, that is, thoſe very Fathers upon 
whom the chief Streſs is laid, call many 
Things by the Name of Miracles, which do 
not infer a Cauſe ſupernatural; ſince, I ſay, 
no Attempt is made to prove any thing 
beyond this, I am not fond enough of Diſ- 
putation to purſue the Subject farther; 
Jam content with my N Writer, 
(if it is not Preſumption to rank myſelf 
with ſo great a Man) to reſt the Matter 


here, 
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here, leaving it to the Determination of the 
Learned, whether thoſe Who have underta- 
ken to defend the Affirmative Side in a 
Queſtion of Fact, have ever been allowed to 
have made out their Point, without alligning 
5 and Proving particular Inftances. 


I will venture to propoſe it as a Problem to 
be diſcuſſed, whether it is not likely that 
thoſe Divines of the Church of England, who 


were firſt concerned in inſerting the Office for 


Healing into the Liturgy, as well as all thoſe 
who were concerned from Time to Time in 
continuing it there, (not to ſpeak of any 
others) had each of them been to have writ 
a Hiſtory of his Times, where the Mention 
of the Healing Power inherent in our Princes 
might properly be introduced, whether it is 
not probable they would all of them have 
Writ about it, as of a Matter well known, 
and eftabliſhed paſt Doubt? And whether 
this might not be called, © taking Facts 

« upon Truſt, without being aſſured of their 
Truth in a ſingle Inſtance upon the Teſti- 


"50 oy” of dar own Senſes! % 


The beſt Proof of what is Oey in point 
of Fact, ariſes from the Experience of what 
has actually happened; That the Perſons juſt 
een to did themſelves believe the Reality 
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of this Miracle, no Doubt is to be made; and 


ſince People ſeldom ſcruple to affirm what 


they ſincerely believe, and to write it, if it 
falls in their Way, there is nothing abſurd 
in ſuppoſing a great Variety of Hiſtories, all 
containing poſitive Teſtimonies to a Miracle 
that never exiſted. And I deſire to know 
if this would not be exactly parallel to thoſe 
Atteſtations in the Writings of the Fathers, 


upon which the Weight of the preſent Con- 


troverſy lies? I will proceed fo far as to ſay, 
(whether offenſive or not, I don't much 


trouble my Head) that were Dr. Dodwell, 


Dr. Church, and twenty other of the moſt 


eminent Doctors in this Nation to declare 


before me in general Terms, that they had 
ſeen five hundred Miracles, I ſhould not 


think myſelf obliged to confide entirely in 


their Word, unleſs they ſeparated ſome one 
from the reſt, and gave ſuch a minute De- 
ſcription of it, as to fatisfy my Reaſon, it 
Ka not have happened, Pc by a Power 
immediately derived from Heaven. Was ei- 


ther of them to affirm he had ſeen a Man 


whom he had long known to be blind, re- 


ſtored to the immediate Uſe of his Eyes, only 


by the Touch of a Finger, or any ſuch inade- 


quate Means, to this Teſtimony I ſhould ſub- 


mit without Heſitation; and could one F act 


of this determinate, indiſputable Nature be pro- 


duced 


Sad an. a n kde. „ 
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„ 
duced from the Writings of the Fathers, 1 
ſhould be diſpoſed to ſtand out againſt their 
Evidence no longer. When they were calling 
upon the Magiſtrates to come and ſee the Mi- 
racles they were empowered to work, then was 
the Time to have offered their whole Powers to 
a proper Trial. There is no Doubt but the 
Heathens had Lame and Blind amongſt them 
as well as Perſons poſſeſſed with Devils; why 


were they not challenged to bring ſome of the 
former with them as well as the latter ? If it 


was not ſo neceſſary for a dead Man to be 
raiſed to Life, according to Dr. Dodwell's 


Way of anſwering this Argument, it was ſure- 


ly as beneficial for a Cripple to walk, or a 
blind Man to fee, and that inſtantly, as for a 
poſſeſſed Man to be rid of an evil Spirit. Their 


not pretending to any Power in Caſes of this 


Sort is to me almoſt a Demonſtration that they 
did not find themſelves veſted with any upon 
which they could ſafely depend. When they 
were writing upon the Topick, and putting 


their Powers to the Teſt, it can admit of no 
- Queſtion but they preſſed for the Experiment 


as far as they dared. But ſince we find none 


of them venturing out beyond the Precincts of 
Exorciſm, which it would not be eaſy to clear 

up at laft, no rational Account can be given of 
this uniform Caution and Reſerve, otherwiſe 


than by ſuppoſing g — KEW of no Inſtances to 
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ſupport a more extenſive Claim. I call it an- 
form Caution and Reſerve, becauſe it is a 
Circumſtance well deſerving Notice, that in no 
other of the Fathers, any more than in the 
Apologiſts, ſo far as appears by the Extracts 


made from them, and not controverted, is 


there Mention once made, either of giving 


Eyes to the Blind, Ears to the Deaf, Speech 


to the Dumb, or Feet to the Lame; for which 
remarkable Omiſſion I can conceive no other 
Reaſon, than that theſe were Caſes in which it 
was not fo eaſy for People to be impoſed upon. 


| Nay, l dun be affirmed there we, eg aan 


for Deception in theſe Inſtances, than even in 


the celebrated one of a dead Man's being 


_ raiſed to Life; for the Blind, the Lame, the 


Deaf, and the Dumb are 1 of pub- 
lick Obſervation ; and muſt be known for 


ſuch by all amongſt whom they live; whereas 
Death is a Thing of a ſudden Nature, and has 


often been miſtaken by the moſt experienced 


Perſons; there are ſome Sorts of Fits in which 
People have lain long without any Signs .of 
Life; by a few unexpected Recoveries out of 
this Death-like Condition, tis very poſlible a 
"Notion might be propagated amongſt the 
Voulgar, who are always addicted to Miracles, 


of the Dead being reſtored to Life, and the 


Nation might ſo far obtain Credit, as to 


draw 
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draw. renaur himſelf into the Belief of it: And 


as he has not thought fit to particularize one 
Caſe, to which he was himſelf an Eye-wit- 
neſs, his general Affirmation is not of Weight 
ſufficient to command our Aſſent. The Ad- 
dition of two or three Lines in the Place where 


he is ſpeaking of the Dead being raiſed again, 


and living amongſt them, would have anſwer- 


ed all Purpoſes ; ; Had he only faid, Of this I 
have with my own Eyes ſeen fome Inſtances, 


firſt I have been certain the Perſon was dead; 

Secondly, I have actually ſeen him alive again, 
This I ſhould have eſteemed Hiſtory enough; 
no body can deny that this would have been 

more ſatisfactory than what he has in Fact 
affirmed : The Tranſaction conſiſts of two 
Parts, firſt the Death, and then the being - 
alive again ; and, unleſs a Man declares him- 
ſelf to have been Eye-witneſs to both, he is 


no Witneſs for me. "Tis the Evidence that 


is conſtantly inſiſted on in the moſt trivial 
Matters by a Court of Juſtice, where nothing 
is allowed to be proved without it; Tis the 
Evidence that in the common Intercourſe = 
between Man and Man never fails to be re- 

quired upon the Relation of any very extraor- 
dinary Event ; and therefore we go upon good 


Grounds in affirming it to be abſolutely neceſ- 
. fary to convince us of a Miracle, 


K : I Will 
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1 will only mention what 1 occaſionally 
heard, tho from ſuch Hands as gave me 
Reaſon to believe it, that a Gentleman whoſe 
Learning, Ingenuity, and Candor ſhine in 
every Page he writes, and have lately been 
taken Notice of in the moſt reputable Manner, 
would have entered into- this Diſpute in De- 
les could he have found 


fence of the Miracles 
bne ſound Place where to fix his Foot, one 
| ſingle PO ED defenſible, 
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